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Dear Saint Mark’s Family and Friends,

2023 will prove to be an invigorating year for Saint Mark’s, as we grow in faith together.  We have prepared
a robust spring calendar of worship, outreach, formation, and fellowship.  This spring semester program
guide is your helpmate to plan your involvement in the life of our parish.  I hope you will “read, study, mark,
and inwardly digest” all the program guide has to offer.  

As we continue to emerge from the global pandemic and remember how nourishing it is to gather in-person
with our sisters and brothers in Christ, I especially want to draw your attention to several parish-wide
fellowship opportunities: Spring Neighborhood Gatherings, First Sunday Breakfasts, the Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper, and our Cinco de Mayo Bingo party.  These, plus many other fellowship gatherings for the
many constituencies who make up our parish, will ensure that we deepen relationships with one another.

Finally, whether you are a longtime Episcopalian or new to the Episcopal Church, I hope you’ll consider
attending the Anglican Way course on Sunday nights.  Like its predecessor the Catechumenate, the Anglican
Way is a fun and informative way to take a deep-dive into our faith.  

I’ll see you at church!

Grace and peace,

The Reverend Barkley Thompson
Rector

WORSHIP @ SAINT MARK'S
SUNDAY

8:00AM
10:30AM
5:00PM

| Rite I Eucharist
| Rite II Eucharist with choir
|Contemplative Eucharist

WEDNESDAY
5:30PM | Healing Eucharist

The first Wednesday of each month is a 12 Step Eucharist



Java Loft
9:15am | Java Loft (Wilcox Building, 2nd Floor)

ADULT FORMATION
Adult Forum

9:15am | Parish Hall

The Forum is a large, informal group that examines a
variety of topics presented by members of the clergy,
parishioners, and outside speakers.

SUNDAYS

| Angels, led by Michael
McCain

| Wrestling with God:
The Character of Jacob,
led by Barkley
Thompson

| Wrestling with God:
The Character of Jacob,
led by Barkley
Thompson

| Wrestling with God:
The Character of Jacob,
led by Barkley
Thompson

| Getting Possessed:
Biblical Stories of Losing
it & Recovering, led by
Patricia Matthews

| Getting Possessed:
Biblical Stories of Losing
it & Recovering, led by
Patricia Matthews

| Letters from My
Grandfather, led by
Joanna Seibert

| Lenten Bible Study of
Mark, led by the clergy

| Lenten Bible Study of
Mark, led by the clergy

January 1

January 8

January 15

January 22

February 5

February 12

February 19

February
26

March 5

| Lenten Bible Study
of Mark, led by the
clergy

| Lenten Bible Study
of Mark, led by the
clergy

| Lenten Bible Study
of Mark, led by the
clergy

| Lenten Bible Study
of Mark, led by the
clergy

| The Celtic Way, led
by Barkley Thompson

| The Celtic Way, led
by Barkley Thompson

| Bishop's Forum with
Bishop Larry Benfield

| The Celtic Way, led
by Barkley Thompson

| The Celtic Way, led
by Barkley Thompson

| Vital Signs of Faith,
led by Joanna Seibert

| The Scottish Roots
of the American
Prayerbook, led by
Michael McCain

March 12

March 19

March 26

April 2

April 16

April 23

April 30

May 7

May 14

May 21

May 28

January 8- February 22 | Animate! Bible

This is a video series which brings together
seven contemporary Christian leaders,
authors, pastors, theological experts, and
professors from across the country to
present their perspectives on the Bible for
discussion. The lessons are designed to
reinvigorate and deepen your
understanding of the Bible while helping
you to encounter scripture in new ways.
Each week has a different presenter and
theme, so feel free to join in for one lesson
or all seven.

February 26- April 2 | The Way

This is a video series where you can travel with
Adam Hamilton as he retraces the life and
ministry of Jesus Christ. Using historical
information, archaeological data, and stories of
the faith, Hamilton follows in the footsteps of
Jesus from his baptism to the temptations to the
heart of his ministry, including the people he
loved, the parables he taught, the enemies he
made, and the healing he brought. Each week
has a different theme, so feel free to join for one
week or all six.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Jacob is an unlikely hero. Slight,
conniving, untrustworthy...and yet
somehow God molds Jacob into Israel,
the father of a nation. At the center of
Jacob's story is a wrestling match with
God, which changes both Jacob and the
course of salvation history. Join Barkley
for a three-part Adult Forum series as
we remember Jacob's life and learn
how it might affect our own walk of
faith.

Wrestling With God: The Character of
Jacob

"We seek the re-enchantment of the
world, which we have lost." So says
Celtic scholar and Irish priest Herbert
O'Discoll. The ancient Celtic Way of
Christianity, seeded in Ireland, Scotland,
and northern England sixteen hundred
years ago, provides a conduit to
rediscover God's mystery and wonder.
The Celtic Christians never forgot that
God is known through the good creation
and that the veil between the spiritual
and material is paper thin. Barkley will
lead us through this four-part
introduction to the Celtic Way.

The Celtic Way

While many Episcopalians know the
connection of our Book of Common
Prayer to the 1662 Book of Common
Prayer in England, the English Church
was not the only influence of the
American Prayer Book. Bishop Samuel
Seabury was instrumental in weaving
the Scottish Eucharistic thought and
tradition into the burgeoning American
one through his ordination via the
Scottish Nonjuring Bishops. This history
still impacts our understanding of
Eucharistic theology today. This forum
will look at these Scottish roots which is
the topic for Michael’s upcoming
Sabbatical.

The Scottish Roots of the American
Prayerbook

Ever get really mad in traffic? Or stay up
cleaning until 2:00 in the morning
before a big party? Then you may have
been “possessed,” maybe not by a devil
with horns and a tail, but by a part of
your own soul. This is not a modern
problem. It happens again and again in
the Bible, with patriarchs and
matriarchs like King Saul and Martha.
Join Patricia as we study these
scriptures and find ways out of
our“possessions” by drawing close to
God.

Getting Possessed: Biblical stories of losing
it and recovering



Women’s Bible Study
Mondays from 12:15-1:00 in the conference room and on Zoom
January 23 – May 22 (We will not meet February 20 or April 10)
Join Megan Hargraves, Patricia Matthews, and Joanna Seibert for a
Women’s Bible Study. We will begin by using The Good Book Club’s
study of Ruth and Esther. This will be a time to pause, nourish your soul,
and get to know the women of Saint Mark’s in a deeper way through
studying scripture together. 

men’s Bible Study
Thursdays from 7:00-8:00am in the parish hall and on Zoom
Saint Mark's Men's Bible study meets weekly on Thursday mornings in the
Parish Hall and Zoom. It is a community of men that studies scripture, prays
together, and supports one another weekly. (And we still make it to work on
time!)

BIBLE STUDIES

Rector's Book Club
Wednesday evenings, 6:00-7:30 p.m., 2/1, 4/5, 5/3, 6/7
Join Barkley for a lively discussion of thoughtful and enjoyable
books. The conversation will be good, and the company will be
great. Our first book (discussed on 2/1) will be C.S. Lewis' classic
The Great Divorce. Lewis' dreamscape fable begs the question
why modern Christians are enamored of heaven but divorce the
idea of heaven from the idea of hell. In the book, a cast of
characters are invited to leave hell and enter heaven. Will they
accept? Come and see. Also at our first session, we'll choose our
titles for April, May, and June. Fiction, nonfiction, theology, and
more. (We won't meet in March, due to the Lenten Series.) 
 Titles will be available in advance from Wordsworth Books, and
Saint Mark's parishioners will receive a 10% discount. Support
your local bookseller!

CHRISTCARE
Meets at various times
ChristCare small groups meet weekly or twice a month to
participate in the four ChristCare Group activities: community
building and care, Biblical equipping, prayer and worship, and
missional service. We have six groups meeting at various
times during the week. If you are interested in learning about
these groups, or how to join, please contact Luke Gilbert,
lgilbert@st-marks.com.

Community of hope
Begins January 2nd, 6:30PM on Zoom
Community of hope is a group from Saint Mark's trained to be
lay chaplains. They meet once a month on the first Monday at
6:30 on zoom for continued pastoral care training to serve
Saint Mark’s parish.

Walking the mourner's path
begins April 12th (8 weeks)
Mourner’s path is an 8 week program to serve those who
have experienced the death of a loved one. It will begin the
first Wednesday night after Easter, April 12,2023, from 6 to 8.
Contact joannaseibert@me.com

Music Class
Mondays from 7:00-8:00PM on Zoom (begins January 9th)
On Monday nights, starting on January 9th, via Zoom,
Tim Allen hosts a discussion group working through the
book, A Year of Wonder, by Clemency Burton Hill. The
classes begin at 7:00pm and last for an hour.

During Mondays in Lent the class will be discussing the
Matthew Passion by Johann Sebastian Bach, one of the
towering achievements of Western music. Over the five
Mondays we will learn of its history, its artistic greatness and
its emotive power.

Full details including how to purchase the book together with
the Zoom link, are available from Tim (tallen@st-marks.com)

Women’s Book Group
Wednesdays from 9:00AM-10:00AM
Women from several churches in central Arkansas
discuss spiritual writing, fiction and nonfiction meeting
on zoom. We begin in January with Vital Signs of Faith,
Finding Health in Your Spiritual Life by Kate Moorehead
Carroll. Contact joannaseibert@me.com.

SMALL GROUPS

 
 

MUSIC NOTES
Lenten Lunchtime Organ

Recitals

Bring your lunch and enjoy Tim Allen's mini organ recitals during Lent. 
 Meet in the church every Wednesday during Lent, March 1st-19th. The
29th will be a special "By Request" concert. Send your music requests to
Tim Allen, tallen@st-marks.com.

evensong

Evensong is the Anglican office of evening prayer with psalms, canticles
and prayers sung by the choir. Evensong will be sung February 26th and
May 28th. Tenebrae will be sung on April 2nd.

mailto:joannaseibert@me.com
mailto:tallen@st-marks.com


20s and 30s group
January 6     |Epiphany Gathering: Join the 20s and 30s group for the Epiphany
service on January 6th followed by drinks and food in Beal Hall.
February 23 | Lenten Supper & Board Games: We will gather in the parish hall
at 6:00PM for a Lenten meal and to play some board games. Individuals and
families welcome.
May 21         | Spring BBQ: We'll gather after the 10:30 service for lunch and to
(hopefully) enjoy some spring weather!

First Sunday Breakfasts
8:45-9:15am in the parish hall
On the first Sunday of every month, beginning on February 5, a
team from Saint Mark’s makes breakfast for all. This is also a
time for the congregation to get to know newcomers who are
being welcomed at the services that day. Join us in the Parish
Hall from 8:45-9:15 a.m. on February 5, March 5, April 2, and
May 7.

4 Families 4 Fun
Time and location varies
4 Families 4 Fun are groups of four families that rotate dinners.
Children are welcome. Families do not need to host a dinner.
They only need a desire to have a lot of fun getting to know
other Saint Mark’s families with children. New groups will be
forming in February, but a family can join at any time.

SFH GOLF ASSOCIATION
time and location varies
The St. Francis House Golf Association tees off monthly on the
second Thursday each month, March through October. The
association is open to men and women. The format is a
scramble, so all levels of golfers are welcomed. Anyone can join
at any time. Inviting friends is welcome, in fact, it is
encouraged. Join us for one round or every month. It’s great
fellowship for a worthy cause! We play at various courses
throughout central Arkansas, and we pay our own cart and
greens fees. Our members support the St. Francis House
discretionary fund through a $10 contribution each time we
play. Our first scramble of the year will be Thursday, March 9th.
Please contact Luke Gilbert lgilbert@st-marks.com or 225-4203,
if you would like to join.

Saint Mark’s Pride: The LGBTQ+ Community @ Saint Mark’s
4th Sunday Pride – Beginning January 22
Join the Saint Mark’s Pride group from 12:30-1:30 in the Parish
Hall on the 4th Sunday of each month. This is a time to get to
know each other, reflect on issues facing the LGBTQ+
community, study scripture, and plan for upcoming Pride
events and outreach opportunities. The dates are January 22,
February 26, March 26, and April 23. On May 28, Saint Mark’s
Pride will join in the parish Pentecost picnic. Friends will be
invited on various occasions.

 

WINTER NEIGHBORHOOD GATHERINGS

Sunday, January 22 from 3:00-4:30 in the Parish Hall at Saint Mark’s. 

Thursday, January 26 from 6:00-7:30 at the home of Beth and Chris Roberts, 1706 Beechwood, Little Rock

Tuesday, February 7 from 6:00-7:30 at the home of Joanna and Robert Seibert, 27 River Ridge Road, Little Rock

Barkley and Jill Thompson, our rector and his spouse, invite you to come to a neighborhood gathering. This is a casual event for the
Thompsons to get to know you and for you to get to know them. If you did not get to come to a neighborhood gathering in December,
please choose one of the following to attend, and RSVP by calling the church or emailing Linda Blagg at lblagg@st-marks.com. 
Here are your opportunities:

            *This is particularly for those for whom driving at night is a challenge

FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES

Better Together Family event
Thursday, March 2nd, 6:00PM
Thirsting for community, faith and fun? Better Together offers parents and
children a chance to grow supportive and faithful relationships with God and
each other. Thursday, March 2 at 6:00p, parents will gather in Beal Hall for
dinner, drinks of all kinds, and a short program. The nursery will be available
and there will be pizza and activities for the kids to enjoy. It’s a time to find
renewal and support with each other. Please contact Luke Gilbert lgilbert@st-
marks.com or 225-4203, if you have questions.

Cinco De Mayo Bingo Party
Friday, May 5th, 6:00PM
Tacos, prizes and fellowship- what more could you ask for! Join un on May 5th
for our first parish-wide Bingo on Cinco! We'll have delicious food,
opportunities for the whole family to socialize, and plenty of fun.

mailto:lgilbert@st-marks.com


SPECIAL EVENTS CHILDREN AND
YOUTH FORMATION

Nursery
Sundays, 7:45AM-11:45AM
Infants to age 5, wilcox building

children's sunday school
sundays, 9:15am-10:10AM, wilcox
building
Backyard Kids (ages 3&4)
Deep Blue (Kindergarten-5th
Grade)

Children's Chapel
Sundays during the 10:30 service

EKC (Episcopal Kids Community)
Wednesdays, 4:30PM-6:00PM, Choir
Room & Beal HAll
2nd-5th grade students are invited to
sing with choristers and play games
together every Wednesday during the
school year

Youth Sunday School
Sundays, 9:15am-10:10AM, 
Youth Lounge (Beal Hall)

EYC (Episcopal Youth Community)
Wednesdays, 6:00PM-8:30PM, Beal Hall
Jr High (6th-8th grade) meets from
6:00PM-7:30PM
Sr High (9th-12th grade) meets from
7:00PM-8:30PM
Dinner is served for both groups from
7:00-7:30

January 21
ECW Tea
1PM | Parish Hall

January 29
Annual Parish Meeting 
9:15AM | Parish Hall

January 31
Central Convocation Pride
 6:00PM | US Pizza (Maumelle)

February 21
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
6:00PM | Parish Hall

February 17 & 18
Diocesan Convention
Trinity Cathedral & Episcopal Collegiate School

March 2
Better Together Family Event
6:00PM | Beal Hall

April 9
Easter Activities
9:15AM | All Parish Brunch
Egg Hunts for children following
both morning services

May 5
Bingo on Cinco 
6:00PM | Parish Hall

May 14
Graduating Senior Reception 
11:45AM | Beal Hall

May 28
Pentecost Picnic 
11:45AM | Parish Hall

 
 

HOLY WEEK @ SAINT MARK'S

Palm Sunday | Eucharist, 8:00AM & 10:30AM
      Tenebrae, 5:00PM

 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday | Eucharist, 5:30PM

 
Maundy Thursday | Eucharist & Foot Washing, 6:30PM

                                         Altar of Repose, 8:00PM-Noon Friday
 

Good Friday | Passion of the Lord, Noon
 

Holy Saturday | Easter Vigil with Baptisms, 6:30PM
 

Easter Sunday | Holy Eucharist, 8:00AM, 10:30AM, 5:00PM
All Parish Brunch, 9:15AM

                             Egg Hunts following both morning services
 

APRIL 2ND-9TH



SPECIAL SERVICES
April 8
Easter Vigil, 6:30PM

April 7
Good Friday Service, Noon

April 9
Easter Services, 8:00AM,
10:30AM, 5:00PM

April 16
Day School Sunday, 10:30AM

April 30
Bishop Benfield's Visitation,
8:00AM & 10:30AM

May 14
Youth Sunday, 10:30AM

January 6
Epiphany Service, 6:30PM

January 8
Baptism of our Lord,
Baptisms, 10:30AM

February 2
Installation of The Rev.
Barkley Thompson, 6:30PM

February 22
Ash Wednesday, 8:00AM,
Noon, 6:00PM

February 5
Scout Sunday, 10:30AM

February 26
Evensong, 5:00PM

April 2
Palm Sunday, 8:00AM &
10:30AM
Tenebrae, 5:00PM

April 6
Maundy Thursday Eucharist
& Foot Washing, 6:30PM
Altar of Repose, 8:00PM-
Noon (4/7)

May 18
Ascension Day Eucharist, Noon

May 21
Evensong, 5:00PM

May 28
Pentecost, 8:00AM, 10:30AM,
5:00PM

June 4
Trinity Sunday, 8:00AM, 10:30AM,
5:00PM

LENT @ SAINT MARK'S
Sundays

February 26- March 26

The Gospel of Mark
9:15AM in the Parish Hall

Wednesdays
march 1st-29th

Lunchtime Organ Recitals
12:15PM-12:45PM

Stations of the Cross
5:00PM

 
Healing Eucharist

5:30PM

Parish Supper
6:00PM

The Wit & Wisdom of Wendell Barry
6:30PM

On 3/1, Barkley will offer an introductory
talk on Wendell Berry, one of America's
greatest living writers and an advocate for
connection to the land. Each subsequent
week, we'll read and discuss a different
short story from Berry's collection, That
Distant Land. We'll meet generations of
characters from Berry's fictional hamlet of
Port William, Kentucky: Coulters, Catletts,
Feltners, and more, as they struggle and
strive to learn what it means to be part of a
"membership" together. Titles will be
available in advance from Wordsworth
Books, and Saint Mark's parishioners will
receive a 10% discount. Support your local
bookseller!

The Last Seven Words (6th-12th Grade)
6:30PM

 
EYC will meet in small groups during Lent,
led by our Sr High youth and adult leaders.
We will be discussing the last seven lessons
of Jesus and making artwork to go along
with the lessons. 

Lent Madness
 

Just like March Madness, but with Saints!
Join the DOK in this fun way to learn about
the Saints for your Lenten devotional. For
more information contact Joanna Seibert.



First Sunday Breakfast
On the first Sunday of every month, beginning
on February 5, a team from Saint Mark’s
makes breakfast for all. This is also a time for
the congregation to get to know newcomers
who are being welcomed at the services that
day. Join us in the Parish Hall from 8:45-9:15
a.m. on February 5, March 5, April 2, and
May 7.

First Sunday Welcoming
At church services on the first Sunday of every
month, beginning February 5, Saint Mark’s
welcomes and prays for new members. This is
a way of honoring your presence at Saint
Mark’s. Please let a member of the clergy
know if you would like to be welcomed, and
we will do so at the service you normally
attend. The dates are February 5, March 5,
April 2, and May 7.

Newcomer
Notes

Newcomer Party @ The Thompsons
Barkley and Jill Thompson, our rector and his
spouse, invite all people who have joined the
church in the last year to come to their
home at 8600 Evergreen Drive in Little Rock on
Wednesday, February 15 from 6:00-
7:30. This is an informal way to get to know
you and welcome you into the community of
Saint Mark’s.

The Anglican Way
Sunday Evenings | 6:00-7:30pm | 1/8-2/26
Are you a seeker, hoping to meet God? Are
you new to the Episcopal Church? Are you a
long-time Episcopalian hoping to rediscover
what you love about faith? If so, this eight-
week course is for you! From the Bible through
swash-buckling church history, from the
Sacraments to spiritual practices, join us on
Sunday evenings for a deep dive into the
Anglican Way. The Saint Mark's clergy will lead
us in this lively series. (NOTE: This course
serves as preparation for adult Confirmation.)

Baptisms & Confirmations
Baptisms are scheduled for January 8th, April
8th and May 28th.

Confirmation is scheduled for April 30th.

The Anglican Way
Sunday Evenings | 6:00-7:30pm | 1/8-2/26

Are you a seeker, hoping to meet God? Are you new to the
Episcopal Church? Are you a long-time Episcopalian hoping
to rediscover what you love about faith? If so, this eight-
week course is for you! From the Bible through swash-
buckling church history, from the Sacraments to spiritual
practices, join us on Sunday evenings for a deep dive into
the Anglican Way. The Saint Mark's clergy will lead us in
this lively series. (NOTE: This course serves as preparation
for adult Confirmation during the Bishop's visit to Saint
Mark's on Sunday, April 30.)

1000 N. Mississippi
Little Rock, Arkansas 72207


